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FDA Appropriations 


The House on March 5 passed and 
sent to the Senate a bill appropriating 
funds for the Food and Drug Ad- 
ministration for the next fiscal year 
in the full amount requested in the 
President’s budget. 


The bill carries $6,779,000 for the 
FDA, which is $995,000 more than 
the 1956 appropriation. In recom- 
mending the funds for FDA, the 
House Appropriations Committee 
commented 


“The increase is the first step in 
carrying out a program of strengthen- 
ing food and drug inspection along 
the general lines that were recom- 
mended unanimously by a citizens ad- 
visory committee that was established 
for the specific purpose of reviewing 
this activity which is so important 
to the health of the American people.” 


The bill, H. R. 9720, makes appro- 
priations for the Labor Department 
and the Department of Health, Edu- 
cation, and Welfare. 


Consumer Service Division 


A two-week conference trip has just 
been completed by Katherine R. Smith, 
Director of the N.C.A. Consumer 
Service Division. 


On February 20 and 21 Miss Smith 
acted as an advisory judge for the 
National Cherry Pie Baking Contest 
in Chicago. Following this, confer- 
ences were held with state and city 
homemaking supervisors of public 
schools, college home economists, 
school lunch supervisors, magazine 
and newspaper food editors, telecast- 
ers, and business home economists. 
Cities in which the conferences were 
scheduled were Chicago, III., Indian- 
epolis, Ind., Louisville, Ky., Cincin- 
nati and Columbus, Ohio. The teach- 
ing aids and the recipe release serv- 
ices of N. C. A. were discussed at the 
conferences. 


The Third Conference on Human 
Nutrition, sponsored by the Ohio De- 
partment of Health, the Institute of 
Nutrition and Food Technology, and 
the Graduate School of Ohio State 
University, was held on March 2 


and 3 in Columbus. The meeting was 
attended by nutritionists, dietitians, 
and medical people. The program 
speakers presented the latest findings 
in nutrition as it affects all ages of 
people. 


In addition to the conferences Miss 
Smith was interviewed on two radio 
programs. On February 24 she was a 
guest on the Joan Evans show Sta- 
tion WIBC, Indianapolis, Ind., and 
on February 28 on the Phyllis Knight 
show Station WHAS, Louisville, Ky. 


N.C.A. Food Standards 
Exhibit Cited as Model 


The exhibit of scientific instruments 
developed during the 50 years since 
passage of the Food and Drug Law, 
prepared by the N.C.A. and exhibited 
at the 1956 Convention, is being cited 
as a model for other organizations 
celebrating the Food and Drug an- 
niversary. 


In the special bulletin issued March 
5 by the Food Industries Committee 
of the Association of Food and Drug 
Officials of the United States detailed 
recommendations and suggestions are 
presented on the subject of anniver- 
sary exhibits. The bulletin states, 
“Displays picturing 50 years of prog- 
ress under the Food, Drug and Cos- 
metic Act are likely to be attention 
getters at annual meetings. (See en- 
closed photograph of 50th Anniver- 
sary exhibit which was a feature of 
the annual convention of the Na- 
tional Canners Association at Atlantic 
City in January).” 


Previous bulletins to various an- 
niversary committees, trade associa- 
tions, members of AFDOUS, and con- 
tributors to the anniversary campaign 
pointed to the N.C.A. observance of 
the Food and Drug anniversary as a 
good pattern to follow. In these bul- 
letins mention was made of the Proc- 
lamation of the New Jersey Food and 
Drug Week announced at the Conven- 
tion along with quotations from past 
president George B. Morrill, Jr.’s re- 
marks on the subject as well as quo- 
tations from other speakers at the 
special Anniversary session. 


Precision Planter Experiments 


The first 1956 test of an experi- 
mental precision planter for planting 
green peas was made at Cape Charles, 
Va., last week. 

The agrinomic evaluation of pre- 
cision planters is a project of the 
Technical Advisory Committee to the 
Raw Products Committee. 


The planting will include different 
rates of seeding, plant spacing, popu- 
lation studies, and fertilizer place- 
ment experiments. Others assisting 
in the experiments are the Raw Prod- 
ucts Committee of the Tri-State Pack- 
ers Association and experiment sta- 
tion personnel from the Virginia 
Truck Experiment Station and the 
Maryland Experiment Station. 


The work on the Eastern Shore of 
Virginia is being supervised by the 
Virginia Truck Experiment Station. 
Plantings will be made this week and 
the following week in the central part 
of the Eastern Shore of Maryland, the 
northern part of the Eastern Shore, 
and at College Park, Md., under super- 
vision of the Maryland Experiment 
Station. 

Dr. Edwin A. Crosby of the Raw 
Products Research Bureau is working 
closely with the experiment station 
personnel and helping to ensure that 
a uniform experimental procedure is 
followed at the different locations. 


Freight Rate Increases 


A general increase of 6 percent in 
basic railroad freight rates has been 
approved by the Interstate Commerce 
Commission and was to be effective 
March 7. 

The increased rates on carload ship- 
ments of canned or preserved foods 
are subject to a maximum of 6 cents 
per 100 pounds. 

Maximum increases of 6 cents per 
100 pounds also were specified for 
fresh fruits and vegetables, melons, 
edible nuts, and lumber; and maxi- 
mum increases of 5 cents per 100 
pounds were authorized for sugar, 
sorghum, and wheat. 


Carload charges on grain, livestock, 
fresh meat and packinghouse products 
are limited to an increase of 5 per- 
cent. 
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Status of Legislation 


Alaskan fisheries—A House Inte- 
rior Subcommittee held open hearings 
on Feb. 16 and 17 on H. R. 8405 and 
other bills to transfer supervision of 
Alaskan fish and game from the In- 
terior Department to the Territorial 
Government. Hearings recessed await- 
ing further testimony from executive 
departments. 


Anti-merger legislation—-The House 
Judiciary Committee on March 6 ap- 
proved in amended form H. R. 9424, 
which would require prior notification 
to the FTC and the Kttorney General 
of certain mergers and permit prelimi- 
nary injunctions to restrain mergers. 
Amendments deal with penalties for 
failure to notify, and the exemption 
from notification requirements for rel- 
atively minor acquisitions. 


Corporate tax extension—The House 
Ways and Means Committee on Feb. 
28 approved H. R. 9166, to extend ex- 
isting corporate tax rates and excise 
taxes that are scheduled to expire 
April 1. 


Customs simplification—The House- 
passed bill, H. R. 6040, to revise the 
method by which the value of im- 
ported merchandise is determined for 
customs evaluation, is pending before 
the Senate Finance Committee. 


FDA chemical additivea—Hearings 
on bills to regulate the uses of chemi- 
cal additives in food were concluded 
Feb. 14. 


FDA codification—H. R. 6991, to re- 
vise, codify, and enact into law Title 
21 of the U, S. Code entitled “Food, 
Drugs, and Cosmetics,” was passed by 
the House and is pending before the 
Senate Judiciary Committee pending 
a report from the Secretary of HEW. 


FDA imitation food—H. R. 3692, 
to prohibit the interstate marketing 
of any “imitation” of a standardized 
food product, even though the imita- 
tion product is plainly labeled as such, 
is pending before the House Interstate 
Commerce Committee. 

Fisheries Commission and Corpora- 
tion—Two bills (S. 3275 and 8. 3339) 
introduced by Senator Magnuson 
(Wash.) will be considered in Senate 
Interstate and Foreign Commerce 
Committee hearings March 19-23. 8. 
3275 would establish a commission to 
administer all fishery matters, and 
S. 3339 would implement the “commis- 
sion” bill by creating a corporation 
authorized to grant loans to the fish- 
ery industry and providing for the 
commission to make investigations and 
recommendations regarding tariff and 
import restrictions. 


Gasoline tax——The Senate on March 
6 amended, passed, and returned to the 
House H. R. 8780 which would exempt 
gasoline used on farms from the fed- 
eral tax of two cents per gallon, The 


amendment would deny contract op- 
erators, such as harvesting combines, 
this tax relief. 


Import quotas—H. R. 8954 and 
other bills to establish an import quota 
mechanism are pending before House 
Ways and Means Committee. 


Marketing ordersa—cranberries— 
H. R. 8384, to bring cranberries for 
canning under the orders provisions 
of the Agricultural Marketing Agree- 
ments Act, is pending before the 
House Agriculture Committee. No ac- 
tion scheduled, 


Marketing ordersa—potatoes—H. R. 
0484 and S. 3262, to establish a na- 
tional marketing control including po- 
tatoes for canning were introduced 
Feb. 22. No action scheduled. 

National fish policy—H. R. 8001 
and other bills that would establish a 
national fisheries policy and would 
transfer the Fish and Wildlife Serv- 
ice from the Interior Department to 
the Commerce Department are pend- 
ing before a House Merchant Marine 
and Fisheries Subcommittee. 


Negotiated procurement——House- 
passed H. R. 8710 is pending before 
the Senate Armed Services Committee. 
No action scheduled. 


OTC—The House Ways and Means 
Committee opened hearings March 1 
on H. R. 5550, to authorize U. S. par- 
ticipation in the OTC which is in- 
tended to provide permanent arrange- 
ments for the administration of 
GATT. Open hearings are scheduled 
for conclusion on March 16 


Poultry inspection—Bills to provide 
for mandatory FDA inspection for 
wholesomeness of poultry, and sani- 
tation of plants handling poultry and 
poultry products 1 through in- 
terstate commerce, have been intro- 
duced in both houses. No hearings 
scheduled. 


Price supports—Senate on March 8, 
by a vote of 54-41, rejected Committee 
recommendation to restore rigid price 
supports on basic crops at 90 percent 
of parity, — preserving flexible 
supports as provided in existing law. 
Debate on soil bank and other pro- 
visions to be continued. House Com- 
mittee continues hearings on “general 
farm legislation.” 


Robinson-Patman Act—The House 
Judiciary Antitrust Subcommittee an- 
nounced hearings on H. R. 11 and 
similar bills for April 18-20. 


Statehood—H. R. 2535, to provide 
statehood for Alaska and Hawaii, was 
recommitted to the House Interior 
and Insular Affairs Committee. 


Sugar Act—H. R. 7030, to extend 
and amend the Sugar Act, was passed 
by the Senate and returned to the 
2 for approval of amendments. 


Trip leasing—S. 898, to prohibit 
ICC regulation of the duration of 
motor carrier leases, was reported by 
the Senate Interstate Commerce Com- 
mittee and is on the Senate calendar. 


Wage-hour extension—No action 
scheduled on H. R. 8553 or S. 3310, to 
eliminate all minimum wage and maxi- 
mum hour exemptions to the present 
act which are applicable to first proc- 
essing, canning, and freezing of agri- 
cultural and fishery products. 

Waste disposal—The House Ways 
and Means Committee has ordered a 
tax bill to be reported in which a pro- 
vision is included to encourage the 

revention of water pollution by al- 
owing the cost of treatment works for 
abatement of stream pollution to be 
amortized over a five-year period. 

Water pollution—A House Public 
Works Subcommittee will hold hear- 
ings March 12-14 on legislation to 
extend and amend the Water Pollu- 
tion Control Act of 1948 (see story, 
this page). 


Water Pollution Control 


The House Public Works Subcom- 
mittee on Rivers and Harbors will hold 
open hearings March 12-14 on bills 
to amend and extend the Water Pol- 
lution Control Act of 1948. The Sen- 
ate-passed bill, S. 890, was amended 
and reported to the House last session 
but was recommitted by unanimous 
consent on January 23 of this year. 

Representative Blatnik (Minn.), 
chairman of the House subcommittee, 
introduced a new bill, H. R. 9540, on 
February 27. This new bill is essen- 
tially a rewrite of S. 890 with a few 
minor changes and clarification of 
language. 

The Water Pollution Control Act is 
scheduled to expire June 30. Conse- 
quently, the House, in approving ap- 
propriations for the Department of 
Health, Education, and Welfare this 
week, made no provision for funds for 
the administration of water pollution 
control in the coming fiscal year. 


Canned Foods in A-Test 


The N.C.A. color slide presenta- 
tion of the nuclear tests of canned 
foods was shown on four occasions 
during February to different audi- 
ences at the Pennsylvania State Uni- 
versity. 

Using the set of slides and script 
prepared by the Research Laboratory 
and the Information Division, Profes- 
sor Frank B. Thomas of Penn State's 
Department of Horticulture made the 
presentation on the following occa- 
sions: Horticulture Seminar, Feb. 20, 
attendance 26; Naval Research Co. 
4-4, Feb. 20, attendance 23; 11th An- 
nual Nurserymen’s Conference, Feb. 
22, attendance 85; and 9018th Air Re- 
serve Squadron Flight D, Feb. 28, at- 
tendance 28. 
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N. c. A. at New York Meeting 


An illustrated talk on “Advances 
Being Made in the Re-use of Water 
in the Processing Plant” was given 
on March 6 by R. A. Canham of the 
N. C. A. Washington Research Labora- 
tory before a group of food processors 
in Buffalo, N. Y. The occasion was 
the Third Plant Managers, Superin- 
tendents, and Foremens Conference 
conducted by the New York State Can- 
ners and Freezers Association, one 
feature of which was a Quality Con- 
trol and Sanitation Session at which 
Mr. Canham spoke. 


Mr. Canham listed several basic 
procedures for conserving water which 
can be used in all canning plants. 
These involve the elimination of waste 
through use of automatic shut-off 
valves on water hoses, use of high 
pressure sprays for clean-ups rather 
than low pressure, and the elimina- 
tion of excessive overflow from soak- 
ing and washing tanks. 


The most advantageous re-use of 
water in food preparation, Mr. Can- 
ham said, employs the counterflow 
principle, i.e., the sequence of uses 
of the water for fluming or washing 
should be counter to the movement of 
the product along the preparation line. 
Provision should be made to chlori- 
nate the water during its re-use at 
a rate sufficient to satisfy the stepped- 
up chlorine demand of the water and 
maintain a trace of residual chlorine. 


Campbell Soup Executives 


Campbell Soup Company has an- 
nounced the retirement of James Mc- 
Gowan, Jr., as chairman of the board 
and the elevation of Oliver G. Willits 
to that position. 

Mr. McGowan has served Campbell 


Soup Company 47 years. He will con- 


tinue as a director. 

Mr. Willits, who has been vice chair- 
man of the board since 1953, has been 
a member of the N.C.A. Administra- 
tive Council for several years and has 
served on several of its important 
committees. He also has served on a 
number of advisory committees for 
such government agencies as the 
WPB, OPA, OPS, and USDA. 

John A, McGlinn, Jr. was elected 
vice president-marketing. 


Processed Apples Institute 


The Processed Apples Institute has 
elected the following officers for 
1955-56: 

President—James J. Tormey, Lyn- 
donville Canning Co., Inc., Lyndon- 


ville, N. Y.; vice presidents—M. E. 
Knouse, Knouse Foods Cooperative, 
Peach Glen, Pa. (reelected); H. E. 
Meinhold, Duffy-Mott Co., Inc., New 
York City (reelected); and L. W. 
Brown, National Fruit Product Co., 
Inc., Winchester, Va.; secretary—Gor- 
don I. Van Eenwyk, Fruit Belt 
Preserving Co., East Williamson, 
N. Y. (reelected); and treasurer— 
J. Pinckney Arthur, Shenandoah Val- 
ley Apple Cider & Vinegar Corp., 
Winchester, Va. 


Illinois Canners Association 


The Illinois Canners Association 
elected the following officers recently 
at the association’s annual business 
meeting: 


President—Richard E. Schlecht, 
Rossville Packing Co., Rossville; vice 
president—Charles L. Suppiger, The 
G. S. Suppiger Co., Collinsville; secre- 
tary-treasurer—W. D. Jones, Streator 
(reelected). 


Ozark Canners Association 


The Ozark Canners Association 
elected the following officers recently 
at the association’s annual meeting: 


President—R. C. Emerson, Emerson 
Canning Co., Reeds Spring, Mo.; vice 
president—J. O. Harris, Fresh Can- 
ning Co., Inc., Spiro, Okla.; secretary- 
treasurer—Louise Sword, Fayetteville, 
Ark. (reelected). 


Virginia Canners Association 


The Virginia Canners Association 
elected the following officers recently 
at the association’s annual conven- 
tion: 

President—George Cristall, Patrick 
Canning Co., Stuart; vice president— 
S. G. Wimmer, S. G. Wimmer & Son, 
Christianburg; secretary -treasurer— 
E. S. Marshall, Roanoke (reelected). 


Farm Youth Photo Release 


A photo of Secretary of Agriculture 
Benson presenting the N.C.A. plaque 
to William Rockefeller, national win- 
ner of the canning crops project spon- 
sored jointly by N.C.A. and the Na- 
tional Junior Vegetable Growers As- 
sociation, has been mailed to 37 gro- 
cery and trade papers. The photo was 
accompanied by a descriptive caption 
outlining this activity of the N.C.A. 
Consumer and Trade Relations pro- 
gram. 


Carrot Breeding Program 


Wisconsin, Michigan and New York 
State canners who are important users 
of carrots recently requested the 
N.C.A. Raw Products Research Bu- 
reau to bring together experiment 
station plant breeders in their states 
to consider problems connected with 
the production of this crop. A meet- 
ing therefore was held in Chicago 
March 2 to review the problem as it 
affects canners principally in the Mid- 
west, and to formulate, if possible, a 
program for attacking the problem 
which includes such factors as bitter- 
ness, quality, root uniformity, and 
disease resistance. 

It was decided that canners in the 
three states would meet and formulate 
programs for carrot breeding in their 
own states, and that a further meet- 
ing would be arranged by the Raw 
Products Research Bureau in Septem- 
ber to review progress. The help of 
the Bureau and of the Technical Ad- 
visory Committee in coordinating a 
carrot breeding program was re- 
quested by the canners and experi- 
ment station personnel who were pres- 
ent from the three states. 


Grades for Cherry Preserves 


Notice is given in the Federal Reg- 
ister of March 6 that the Agricul- 
tural Marketing Service of USDA 
proposes to amend U. S. standards 
for grades for fruit preserves (or 
jams) so as to provide for the inclu- 
sion of pieces in cherry preserves 
which are otherwise U. S. Grade A. 

The current grade standards limit 
cherry preserves to “whole or almost 
whole pitted cherries.” Under the 
proposed amendment, if the preserves 
are prepared from pieces of cherries, 
the product must consist of coarsely 
chopped cherries for Grade A. 


Commercial Grades for Beef 


The Agricultural Marketing Service 
of USDA has amended U. S. stand- 
ards for grades of carcass beef by 
dividing the present commercial grade 
into two new grades. 

The division of the present com- 
mercial grade is being made on the 
basis of maturity, USDA said. With 
the change, which will be effective 
June 1, there will be eight grades for 
beef: prime, choice, good, standard, 
commercial, utility, cutter, and canner. 

Text of the amendment was pub- 
lished in the Federal Register of 
March 8. 


Information Letter 


Walla Walla Union-Bulletin 


The 1956 Progress Edition of the 
Walla Walla Union-Bulletin, Walla 
Walla, Wash., consisting of 12 special 
sections and appearing Sunday, Feb- 
ruary 19, contained numerous features 
about canned foods and the canning 
industry. 


Among these were several extracts 
from the booklet, “The ABC’s of 
Canned Foods,” issued as part of the 
current Consumer and Trade Rela- 
tions Program of the N.C.A. and deal- 
ing with the useful facts on labels, the 
volume of canned food production, the 
history of corn and pea canning, the 
growth of canned foods consumption, 
canned food containers, the geographi- 
cal diversity of production, the gen- 
eral history of canning, the varieties 
in container sizes and shapes, and the 
contribution of canned foods to public 
progress. 

The remarks by Associate Director 
C. A. Greenleaf, of the N.C.A. Re- 
search Laboratories, to the Food Edi- 
tors at the 1956 Convention are re- 
produced as well as Mr. Greenleaf’s 
comments on irradiation. Space also 
is given to the results of the nuclear 
tests of canned foods. 


Certain of the agricultural equip- 
ment projects of the Technical Ad- 
visory Committee to the Raw Products 
Committee of N.C.A. are covered in 
another story. 


Beef Purchase under P. L. 480 


The USDA has issued to the gov- 
ernment of Israel an authorization to 
finance the purchase of up to $10 mil- 
lion worth of beef from U. S. suppliers 
under Title I of P. L. 480. Purchase 
Authorization FAS Form 480-A No. 
16-19 provides for the purchase of 
approximately 40 million pounds of 
beef, fresh, frozen and/or canned. 

Sales contracts made between sup- 
pliers and importers from March 12 
through November 30 will be eligible 
for financing. Delivery will be made 
no later than December 31. 


Pea Beans on CCC Sales List 


The USDA added 1955-crop pea 
beans to the Commodity Credit Cor- 
poration monthly sales list on March 5. 
The pea beans as taken over under 
price support are being offered for 
domestic and export sale. 

The beans are being offered for 
domestic sale during March at the 
market price but not less than $7.99 
per hundredweight for U. 8. No. 1 
grade, f.o.b. Michigan points. 


Price Support for Dry Beans 


USDA has announced that the na- 
tional average support price for 1956- 
crop dry edible beans will be $6.31 per 
hundred pounds. This is 70 percent 
of the February 15 parity price of 
$9.02 per hundred pounds. 

The supported classes of dry beans 
produced in 1956 will be the same as 
those under the 1955 program and in- 
clude pea and medium white, great 
northern, small white, flat small white, 
pink, small red, pinto, red kidney, 
large lima, and baby lima beans. 

Support rates by classes, and by 
areas where necessary, will be an- 
nounced by USDA later. 


Preference for Grapefruit Juice 


Consumer preferences for varying 
styles of canned grapefruit juice have 
been measured in a study by market- 
ing research personnel of the USDA. 

One of the most important char- 
acteristics of canned grapefruit juice, 
and believed most likely to influence 
consumer reactions, was found to be 
the tart-sweet characteristic. Re- 
spondents in the study preferred the 
sweetened juices to the unsweetened 
ones. 


A free copy of the report of this 
study, Preferences for Canned Grape- 
fruit Juices (Marketing Research Re- 
port No. 108), may be obtained from 
the Marketing Information Division, 
Agricultural Marketing Service, 
USDA. 


The American Weekly 


“Sea-Food Dishes Out of Cans” 
was the title of food editor Amy Al- 
den's article in the“ March 4 issue 
of The American Weekly magazine. 
This magazine is a Sunday supple- 
ment with many leading newspapers 
throughout the country. 

Miss Alden used the subtitle De- 
licious, thrifty and unusual Lenten 
dishes.” A sardine and macaroni loaf 
was pictured in a black and white 
photograph. 

The following canned foods were 
used in the four recipes: cream of 
mushroom soup, shrimp, crab meat, 
lobster, peas, onions, sardines, tomato 


sauce, mushrooms, clams, and mari- 
nara sauce. 


Parade Magazine 

On February 19, the Sunday supple- 
ment magazine with many leading 
newspapers, Parade, carried the arti- 
cle “Purple Plum Parfait Pie.” 
Canned purple plums were featured. 

The article by Beth Merriman, food 
editor, began, Here's a gorgeous new 
pie to tempt every member of your 
family (not to mention guests). It's 
easy to make whenever you're in the 
mood—and canned purple plums are 
always in season!” 


Black and white photographs 


showed the steps in making the pie 


and a larger one pictured it attrac- 
tively served. 
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